
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

  What’s the future of the Church? 
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Our New Prague Area Catholic                     

Community parish mission: 

We are a Catholic community forming 

disciples of Jesus Christ dedicated to 

loving God through our worship, 

sharing the Good News, and loving 

service to others. 

 

      Going down…but not out 
 

In pre-pandemic times, only 20% of those who 

identify as Catholic in the U.S. attended Mass 

each week and an even lower percentage were 

actively engaged in their parish. As we 

continue the return to live worship, surveys 

suggest that number nationwide may drop as 

low as12% attendance. This will have serious 

implications for the sense of community, 

budgeting and staffing, and the ongoing 

vitality and mission of the Church.  
 

The reasons for the decline are many: church 

attendance across all denominations has been 

falling as we transition to a more secular 

society, the birth rate is falling, current social 

and cultural changes are exacerbating the 

departures, and the abuse crisis has had a 

serious impact on the Catholic Church. 
 
 

In our parish this spring, we had 75 students 

listed on our page of high school graduates, 

but only 24 first graders can be found on our 

roster. This is truly alarming. What’s to be 

done? What can WE do? 

 

We have an opportunity to begin this 

conversation at the Synod listening sessions 

this fall. We will be meeting in small groups to 

give our input on important questions, such 

as how we can become a more welcoming 

parish, how we can share our faith with 

others, especially youth and young adults?  

 

The future may seem scary, but we remember 

that Jesus promised us that he would remain 

with the Church until the end of the age. Let’s 

call upon the Holy Spirit, pray, listen and act. 

 

 

 

 

My kids have left the Church. 

What do I do? 

It’s really hard to see our children leave 

behind something we treasure, but we know 

that faith is not something we can force on 

them. What we can do is to continue to 

actively live out our faith and not be afraid 

to talk about it. We can continue to love, 

listen, forgive, encourage, and help 

whenever we can. 

Here are some additional suggestions:* 

 

-Pray for your children, but take care to leave 

your child’s life in the hands of the God who 

loves him or her even more than you do. 

 -Pray for yourself so you don’t get in the 

way of God’s plan for your child.  

-Examine your own beliefs in a prayerful 

manner. Ask questions of yourself. Is your 

commitment to the Church a cultural thing 

or is it based on a personal and fruitful 

relationship with God? Why do you engage 

with the Church and with God in the way you 

do?  What is your personal prayer life like?  

-Let your child know that although you don’t 

agree with his or her decision, you will 

always love and are always willing to talk.  
 
 

*Adapted from “Where Did We Go Wrong?” by Pat 

Fosarelli, Creative communications for the Parish  

 

                

Always be ready to give an 
explanation to anyone who asks you 

for a reason for your hope. I Peter 3:15b 

 


